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Abstract. We characterize those regular continuous frames for which the least compacti-
fication is a perfect compactification. Perfect compactifications are those compactifications
of frames for which the right adjoint of the compactification map preserves disjoint binary
joins. Essential to our characterization is the construction of the frame analog of the two-
point compactification of a locally compact Hausdorff space, and the concept of remainder
in a frame compactification. Indeed, one of the characterizations is that the remainder of
the regular continuous frame in each of its compactifications is compact and connected.
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this paper is to characterize those regular continuous frames whose
least compactifications are perfect. The motivation for investigating this problem
comes from the work of Jung [5] who considered this problem in the setting of
Hausdorff spaces. Specifically he was concerned with characterizing internally those
locally compact Hausdorff spaces whose Alexandroff one-point compactifications are
perfect.

It is well known that for spaces, a space has a smallest compactification if and
only if it is locally compact Hausdorff. In [3] Banaschewski showed that a frame has
a smallest compactification if and only if it is regular continuous. It is natural there-
fore to speak of regular continuous frames as the frame analogue of locally compact
Hausdorff spaces, and the smallest compactification of a frame as the analogue of
the Alexandroff one-point compactification. As perfect compactifications have been
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introduced into the theory of frames (see [2]), this immediately raises the problem
of characterizing those regular continuous frames whose least compactifications are
perfect.

Before we address this problem let us recall the statement of Jung’s characteriza-
tion result:

Theorem 0.1. Let X be locally compact, non-compact and let Y = X U{oo} be
its Alexandroff one-point compactification. The following conditions are equivalent:
(1) Y is a perfect compactification of X.
(2) The set Y \ X = {oo} does not split Y at the point co.
(3) No compact subset of X splits X at infinity.
(4)

4) For any compactification Z of X, the remainder Z\ X is compact and connected.

We remind the reader of some of the terminology used in the above theorem. First,
the notion of a perfect compactification goes back to the work of Sklyarenko [6] who
defined a compactification Y of X to be perfect if for any open subset U of X we have
Fry (Y \Cly (X \U)) = Cly (Frx U) where Fr denotes the usual frontier or boundary
operator and Cl the closure operator. In his paper Sklyarenko shows that the Stone-
Cech compactification of a Tychonoff space and the Freudenthal compactification of
a rim-compact Hausdorff space are examples of perfect compactifications.

A set N is said to split the space Y at a point z of N (Sklyarenko [6]) if there
is an open set U of ¥ containing = such that U N (Y \ N) = VU W, where V' and
W are disjoint non-empty open subsets of Y\ N with « € Cly VN Cly W.

A compact subset C of a space X splits the space at infinity if X \C =U UV
where U and V are non-empty disjoint open subsets of X such that CUU and CUV
are non-compact (Aarts and Van Emde Boas [1]).

1. PRELIMINARIES

We recall that a frame L is a complete lattice satisfying the infinite distributive
law:

x/\\/S:\/x/\s(seS)

for any subset S of L. A homomorphism h: M — L between frames is a map that
preserves finite meets (including the top element e) and arbitrary joins (including
the bottom element 0). The resulting category is denoted by Frm. A frame L is
said to be regular if for each a € L, a = \/ z(z < a). Here x < a means that there
exists an element u € L such that x Au = 0 and uV a = e. The frame L is said to be
compact if whenever e = \/ S, then there exists a finite F' C S such that e = \/ F.
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A complete lattice is called continuous if for each a € L, a = \/ z(z < a), where
x < a (read as x is way below a) means that for any S C L such that a < \/ S there
exists a finite ' C S such that < \/ F. Banaschewski [3] showed that if a frame L
is regular and continuous, then it has a smallest strong inclusion « on L given by
a 4 b < a < band either Ta* or 1b is compact, where Tz = {t € L: t > z}, and
a* is the pseudocomplement of a, i.e. the largest element of L whose meet with a
is 0. Recall that a strong inclusion < on L (Banaschewski [3]) is a binary relation
on L being the frame counterpart of the well known Efremovic¢ proximity relation for
spaces. The set of all strong inclusions on a frame is in a one-to-one correspondence
with the set of all compactifications of L. By a compactification of L we mean
a compact regular frame M together with a dense onto map h: M — L, where
a dense map h is one satisfying the condition that A(z) =0 = = = 0. A map h
is said to be codense if h(x) = e => = = e. The correspondence between strong
inclusions and compactifications is described by Banaschewski [3] as follows: If < is
a strong inclusion on L, we consider vL = {J: J is a strongly regular ideal of L}
where an ideal J is said to be strongly regular if x € J implies y € J for some z < y.
Then (vL,V) is a compactification of L with V: vL — L being the join map. Its
right adjoint k: L — L is described as k(a) = {z € L: x <a}. On the other hand,
if (M, h) is a compactification of L, we define < on L by: z <y < r(z) < r(y) where
r: L — M is the right adjoint of h: M — L. Then < is a strong inclusion on L.

A congruence on a frame L is an equivalence relation on L which is also a subframe
of L x L. The congruence lattice CL of L consists of all the congruences on L. It is
a frame with bottom element A = {(x,z): = € L} and top element V = L x L. Two
particular congruences associated with each a € L are A, = {(z,y) € LXx L: xNa =
yAa} and Vg, = {(z,y) € Lx L: xVa=yVa}. These members of CL are com-
plementary to each other in the sense that their meet is the bottom and their join is
the top element. In general, a congruence © does not necessarily have a complement
in CL though of course it must have a pseudocomplement which we will denote by ©*.

It was shown by Banaschewski [3] that the corresponding compactification of the
regular continuous frame L arising from the smallest strong inclusion on it as de-
scribed above, is the smallest compactification of L. This is the analog in frames of
the Alexandroff one-point compactification of a locally compact non-compact Haus-
dorff space. We recall from Banaschewski [3] also that if L is non-compact and
compactifiable with a least strong inclusion, then its corresponding least compacti-
fication h: M — L satisfies the following: There exists a unique a € M, a < e such
that h(a) = e. The map |a — L by h is then codense, hence one-to-one, and since
it is onto, this makes |a = L via the map h. Furthermore, for each x € M either
r<aorxVa=e.

The reader is referred to the text of Johnstone [4] for a general reference on frames.
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2. REMAINDER OF A FRAME

We need the concept of the remainder of a frame L in its compactification h: M —
L specifically for the class of regular continuous frames L. As a prelude to the
discussion on remainders and for the purpose of obtaining our main characterization
result later, we note the following theorem proved by Aarts and Van Emde Boas [1]:

Theorem 2.1. Suppose X is a locally compact, non-compact metric space. Then
each remainder of X in a compactification of X is a continuum if and only if no
compact subset of X splits X at infinity.

They remark that the above result is also true in the non-metric case, a remark
that prompted our investigation as to whether the analog of this result holds for
regular continuous frames in general.

Before we embark on this we draw attention to the following well-known result for
spaces: A dense subset of a compact Hausdorff space is locally compact if and only
if it is open.

The analogous result for frames does indeed hold as we show below.

Theorem 2.2. Let h: M — L be any compactification of L, where L is non-
compact. Then L is regular continuous if and only if L = |a for some a € M.

Proof. “«<” This was shown by Banaschewski in [3]

“=” Now assume L is regular continuous. Put a = \/ r(z)(x < e) where r is the
right adjoint of h. Now if a = e, then by the compactness of M, there exists x;,
i =1,2,...,n say, such that z; < e for all 4 and r(z1) V...V r(x,) = e. Hence
e=h(r(z1)V...Vr(z,)) =hr(z1)V...Vhr(x,) =21 V...V x,. Since z; < e for
all 4, we have 1 V...V, < e and so e < e, contradicting the fact that L is not
compact. Thus a < e. Furthermore h(a) = \/ hr(z)(z < e) =V z(x < €) = e. We
claim that |a & L via the map h: To see this note firstly that h is dense. It is also
onto since h: M — L is onto and h(a) = e.

Also h: |a — L is codense. For take b < a such that h(b) = e. We shall show
a < b. For this take any z < e. We show r(x) < b. Now b = \/ z(z < b), so that
e = h(b) = Vh(z)(z < b). Now \/(z* V h(z))(z < b) = e. Since z < e we have
Tz* is compact, and hence we can find z < b such that z* V h(z) = e. Now z < b
implies rh(z) < b by using the fact that h is dense and onto. Also z < h(z) implies
r(z) < rh(z) < b as required. Thus |a = L via the map h. O

Remark 2.3. We have mentioned at the end of Section 1 the result of Ba-
naschewski [3] that for a non-compact frame L with least compactification h: M — L
there is a unique a € M such that a < e and h(a) = e. Moreover, |a = L (via h) is
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an isomorphism and a is a maximal element in M. The uniqueness of a € M with
the stated properties, if one studies the proof of Banaschewski [3], is a consequence
of h: M — L being the least compactification of L, and the maximality of a comes
from the uniqueness of a.

An examination of the above theorem reveals that for a regular continuous L and
any compactification h: M — L, whether least or not, there exists a € M, a < e,
h(a) = e such that |a = L (via h).

Proposition 2.4. If L is non-compact regular continuous and h: M — L is
a compactification of L, then there exists a € M, a < e, h(a) = e such that |a = L
(via h). Moreover, a € M is unique with respect to these properties.

Proof. The existence of a € M with the stated properties follows from the
above theorem. To show uniqueness, assume there exists b € M with the stated
properties. We have |a 2L is an isomorphism, so it is codense. Now a Ab € |a
and h(a Ab) = h(a) Ah(b) = e, so by codenseness, a Ab=a so a < b. Also b A Lis
an isomorphism so it is codense. By the same argument we have b < a. Thus a = b,
showing uniqueness. (I

If L is non-compact regular continuous and h: M — L is any compactification
of L, denote this unique a € M by ay,. Thus |ay, = L (via h). We define the remain-
der of L in the compactification h: M — L by Tar. Recall from Baboolal [2] that for
any compactification h: M — L, L not necessarily regular continuous, we defined the
remainder of L in h: M — L to be M/0* where 6* is the pseudocomplement of 6 in
the congruence lattice of M and 6 = ker h. The above definition of the remainder for
a regular continuous L coincides with the general one since the congruence A,, corre-
sponds to |ar, and the pseudocomplement of A, , which is V,, , corresponds to Tar..

3. THE FRAME ANALOG OF THE TWO-POINT COMPACTIFICATION

We construct a compactification for a class of regular continuous frames, the analog
of the two point compactification for locally compact Hausdorff spaces.

To begin with let L be regular continuous. Suppose L has elements v and v with
the property that u Av = 0, Tu Vv is compact, but neither Tu nor Tv is compact. Let
Ny ={z € L: fx Vuis compact} and Ny = {z € L: Tz Vv is compact}.

Recall also that a filter F' on a frame L is said to be regular if x € F' implies there
exists y € F such that y < .

At several points in the proofs later on we make use of the following simple, but
useful, observation. This is perhaps very well known or part of the folklore of the
subject.
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Proposition 3.1. If L is a regular continuous frame then z < e iff 1z* is compact.

Proof. Suppose z < e. Take e = \/ S with 2* < s for each s € S. By the
interpolation property we can find ¢ such that z < t < e. Now ¢t < e implies there
exists finite Sp C S such that ¢ < \/ Sp. Now since z* V¢t = e we have z*V\/ Sy = e
and, because of the condition satisfied by z*, we have then that \/ Sy = e. This
shows that Tz* is compact.

Now suppose 1z* is compact, and let e = \/S. Then e = \/(z* V s)(s € S) so by
the compactness of 1z* we have e = z* V' \/ Sy for some finite subset Sy of S. Hence
z </ Sp and thus z < e. O

Lemma 3.2. N; and Ny are regular proper filters of L.

Proof. Note that 0 is not in N; (¢ = 1,2) since Tu and v are not compact.
Using the fact that Ts, Tt is compact if and only if Ts At is compact, and Ts compact,
s < t implies Tt is compact, it follows that N7 and N are proper filters of L. We now
show regularity of Ny: Let w € N;. Then Tw V u is compact. Now e = \/ z(z < e),
so Tw V u compact implies there exists z < e such that wVuV z =e. Now 2z < e if
and only if T2* is compact and thus z* € Nj.

Now zVuVw=e= (zVu)*Vw=e= (zVu)* <w = z* Au* < w. Now
uAv =0 implies v < u*, and since v € Ny (as Tu Vv is compact), we have u* € Nj.
Thus z* € Ny, u* € Ny and hence z* A u* € Ny. Thus N; is regular. The argument
that N5 is regular follows by symmetry and we are therefore done. (I

Lemma 3.3. Jw is compact if and only if w € N1 N Na.

Proof. Assume Tw is compact. Then Tw V v and Tw V v are compact. Thus
w € N1 N Ns. Conversely if w € N3N Ny, then TwVwu and Tw Vv are compact. Hence
T(w Vu) A (wVv) is compact. Since u A v = 0 this means Jw is compact. O

Now define a < b in L by: a < b < a < b and for each i = 1,2 either a* € N; or
b e N;.

Lemma 3.4. < is a strong inclusion on L.

Proof. (i) Assume x < a <b < y. Now a < b, so clearly © < y. Take any N;
(1 =1,2). If a* € N;, then z* € N; since a* < z* and N; is a filter. If b € N;, then
b < y implies y € N;. Thus z < y.

(ii) 0 <« 0 since 0 < 0 and 0* = e € N, for each i. Also e < esince e < e and e € N;.
Then suppose z,y < a. Then x < a, y < a,so xVy < a. Fixi. If a € N;, then
xVy<a. If x* € N;, y* € N;, then 2* Ay* € Ny, ie. (xVy)* € N;. Thus zVy<a.
Now suppose x < a, x <b. Then x < a, x <b,sox <aAb. Fixi. If aAb € N;, then
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x < aANb. If not, then either a lies outside N; or b lies outside N;. Thus z* € N; and
hence z <a A b.

(iii) # < @ implies = < a follows from the definition.

(iv) Now suppose = < a. Then z < a. If either Tz* or Ta is compact, then = < a in
which case there exists y € L such that © €4 y < a. Since €4C< this means x <y < a so
that interpolation holds. If Tx* is not compact and Ta is not compact then both z*
and a lie outside N1 N N3 by the above lemma. There are two cases here: (a) 2* € Ny
and a € Na, and (b) z* € N and a € N;. Symmetry considerations make it sufficient
to consider just one of these cases, say z* € N; and a € Ny. We seek y such that
x <y < a. By the fact that {z* V u is compact, < a and a = \/ 2(z < a), we can
find z < a such that z* Vu VvV z = e. Also from the fact that Ta V v is compact,
x < aand z* = \/t(t < z*), we can find ¢t < z* such that a Vv Vit = e. Now
we have z < wV z and « < t*, and thus ¢ < (u V 2) At* = (uAt*) V (2 A tY).
We also have u A t* < a, since the element v V ¢ is such that a Vv V¢ = e and
(WAt )N (vVE) = wAt"Av)V(uAt" ANt) =0. Also 2z At* < z < a. Hence
(uAt)V (zAEt) <a Thusz < (uAt)V (ALY =t*A(uVz) < a Put
y=1t*A(uV z). We claim that x <y < a.

x <y: Obviously x < y, z* € N;. We show that y € No. Now ¢t < e implies t* is
compact and hence t* € Ny N Ny by the above lemma. Also uV z € N since u € Ns.
Thus t* A (uV z) € Na, i.e. y € Na. Hence z < y.

y < a: Obviously ¥y < a and a € Na. Now z < a implies z < e and so 1z*
is compact. Hence z* € N;. Also v € Ny,v < u* implies u* € N;. Furthermore,
Z*Au* < y* since 2 AuF Ay = 2FAUFARFFA(uV2)) = (ZFAUAE AUV (ZFAUF AL AZ) =
0. Hence y* € N; and thus y < a. Thus < interpolates.

(v) x <a = ax < x*: x <aimplies < a and hence a* < z*. Again, if either Tz*
or Ta is compact, then = < a and hence a* < z* from which a* < 2*. Asin (iv) we

EES

need only consider the case z* € Ny, a € Na. In this case a < a™* implies a** € Ns.
Since also z* € Ny we have then that a* < 2* as required.

(vi) Foreach a € L, a = \/ z(z <4 a). But as remarked earlier, = < a implies z < a.
Hence a = \/ z(z < a).

Thus « is a strong inclusion on L. O

Let V: aL — L be the least compactification corresponding to the least strong
inclusion € on L and let k: L — «L be its right adjoint. Let J = \/ k(z)(z < €), so
that by Section 2, TJ would be the remainder of L in al. Note further that J < L.
We then have:

Lemma 3.5. If w € L, then Tw is compact if and only if k(w) vV J = L.
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Proof. Assume Tw is compact. Now wV \ z(z < e) =e. Thus \w V z(z <
e) = e, so by compactness of Tw we have wVx = e for some z < e. Thus wVa™ =e,
whence * < w. Since Tw is compact, this means 2* <€ w and hence z* € k(w). Now
\/ J = e implies \/ 2* V y(y € J) = e, from which, since Tz* is compact (as z < e),
we have z* V y = e for some y € J. Thus k(w) VvV J = L.

Conversely, assume k(w) V J = L. Then e = x Vy for some z €4 w, y € J.
Now either Tz* is compact or Tw is compact. If Tz* is compact, then z < e, so
that © < z < e for some z € L. Hence x € z < e so that z € k(z) C J. Thus
e =z Vy € J which would imply J = L, a contradiction. Thus Tw is compact. O

Remark 3.6. Observe that the necessity of the above lemma that Tw compact
implies k(w) vV J = L is in fact true for any strong inclusion < on L, whether least or
not, where as before k is the right adjoint of the join map and J = \/ k(z)(z < €).

Theorem 3.7. Let L be regular continuous. Suppose L has elements u and v
with the property that uAv = 0, TuV v is compact, but neither Tu nor v is compact.
Let Ny = {z € L: 1z V uis compact} and Ny = {x € L: x V vis compact}. The
compactification V: vL — L arising from the strong inclusion < given by: a < b &
a < b and for each i = 1,2 either a* € N; or b € N; is such that the remainder of L
in it is disconnected.

Proof. LetJ = VEk(z)(r < e) where k: L — ~L is the right adjoint of the
join map. We show that the remainder 1J in L is disconnected. We claim that
k(uVv) = k(u) V k(v): For this, obviously k(u) V k(v) C k(u V v). For the reverse,
take s € k(uVwv). Then s <u Vv and hence s < vV v. Since u A v = 0 we have that
sAu<uand s Av <v. We have (s Au)*Vu=e,so T(sAu)*Vu=Te is compact.
Thus (s Au)* € Ny. Also, since Tu V v is compact, we have v € Na. Thus for each ¢
we have either (s Au)* € N; or u € Ny, i.e. s Au < u. Similarly s A v < v. Thus
s = (sAu)V(sAv) € k(u)Vk(v), proving the claim. Since Tu V v is compact we have
by the above remark that k(uVv)V.J = L and hence that k(u)V k(v) vV.J = L. Thus
(k(w)VI)V(k(v)VJ) =L, (k(u)VJ)A(k(v)VJ) = J since k(u) A k(v) = k(0) = 0.
Furthermore, k(u) V J # J for otherwise k(u) C J and hence k(v) V J = L. Since
J =V k(z)(x < e) we have by the compactness of vL that k(v)V k(x) = L for some
x < e. Taking joins we then have v V x = e. Hence Tv V = Te is compact so that
r € Ny. Now since x < e we have Tz* is compact and therefore x* € Ny. Thus
0 =z Az* € Ny implying that Jv is compact, a contradiction. Hence k(u) V J # J
and similarly k(v) vV J # J. Thus 1J is disconnected in L. O
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4. THE CHARACTERIZATION

We recall from [2] that a compactification h: M — L is called a perfect compact-
ification if the right adjoint r of h satisfies the condition: r(uV u*) = r(u) Vr(u*) for
all w € L. This is the frame analog of the topological definition due to Sklyarenko [6]
described earlier. The Stone-Cech compactification of a completely regular frame is
an example of such a compactification as was shown in [2].

As a first step towards our characterization we now prove the following:

Theorem 4.1. Let L be regular continuous. Then every compactification h:
M — L has a remainder which is compact and connected if and only if whenever
Tu Vv is compact and u A v = 0 in L, then either Tu is compact or Tv is compact.

Proof. We prove the sufficiency first. Let h: M — L be a compactification
of L. To avoid unnecessary symbols let us simply denote the unique ay € M deter-
mining the remainder of L in M described earlier by a € M. Now Ta is compact,
being a closed sublocale of compact M. Assume Ta is not connected. Then there
exists ¢,d € Ta, ¢,d # a such that ¢Vd = e and ¢ Ad = a. Since M, being com-
pact regular, is normal there exists f,g € M such that cV f =e, dV g = e, and
fAg=0 Now (cVfin(dVyg) =e= (cVHINDV((cV)Ag) =e =
(A V(fADV(cNg)V(fANg)=e=aV fVg=e. Consider the frame |a. We
claim that in this frame T** (f A a) V (g A a) is compact. For this consider the map
@: TfVg— 1N (fVg)) given by o(z) =z Aa. We have o(fV g) =an (fVg),
p(e) = eANa = a so ¢ preserves top and bottom. It is then clearly a frame map. Fur-
thermore, p(x) = ¢(y) = zAa = yAa = x = zA(aV fVg) = (zAa)V(zA(fVyg)) =
(yha)V(fVyg) <yVy =y, so that © =y, by symmetry. Thus ¢ is one to one.
Furthermore, ¢ is also onto. Indeed, take y € M, a A (f V g) < y and y < a. Then
elyV(fVve)=@wVv(fvg)na=yra)V({(fVvg)ra)=yV((fVg)ra)=y.
Thus TfV g 2 1'% A (f Vg), and since Tf V g is compact, being a closed sublocale
of M, 1% A (f V g) must also be compact. Thus Tla(f Aa)V (g Aa) is compact.
Since h: |a — L is an isomorphism and T1*(f A a) V (g A a) is compact, we must
have Th(f) V h(g) compact in L. Since h(f) A h(g) = 0, we must have either Th(f)
compact or Th(g) compact, say Th(f) compact.

Now take any 0 # z < f. Then z*V f = e and hence h(z*) V h(f) = e. Now
h(z*) = Vw(w < h(z*)), and hence h(f) V Vw(w < h(z*)) = e, i.e. VV(h(f) V
w)(w < h(z*)) = e. Due to compactness of Th(f) we can therefore find w < h(z*)
such that h(f) Vw = e. Now w < h(z*) = w < e and hence r(w) < a by the
definition of a. Now h(f*) < w since h(f) V w = e and hence f* < r(w) < a. Thus
since g A f =0, we have g < f* < a, and therefore e = dV g < dVa = d since a < d.
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Hence ¢ = ¢ A e = ¢ A d = a, a contradiction since ¢ # a. Thus the remainder Ta is
connected.

For the necessity suppose every compactification h: M — L has a remainder
which is compact and connected. Assume the condition on L is not satisfied. Then
there exists u,v € L, u Av =0, Tu V v compact but neither Tu nor Tv is compact. It
follows that v # 0 and v # 0. From Section 3 we can construct a compactification
of L such that the remainder of L in it is disconnected. Thus the condition on L
must be satisfied. O

We can now prove our main result:

Theorem 4.2. The following conditions are equivalent for a non-compact regular
continuous frame L.

(1) The least compactification of L is perfect.

(2) Whenever Tu V v is compact, u,v € L, u Av = 0 then either k(u) V J = L or
k(v)V J = L where J & L is the unique element in oL such that |.J 2 Lis an
isomorphism, and k: L — oL is the right adjoint of V.

(3) Whenever Tu V v is compact, u,v € L, w Av = 0, then either Tu is compact or
Tv is compact.

(4) For every compactification h: M — L the remainder of L in it is compact and
connected.

Proof. (1) = (2) Assume V: oL — L is perfect. Take u,v € L, u Av =10
with Tu V v compact. By Lemma 3.5, k(u V v) V J = L. Since (aL, V) is perfect, we
then have k(u) V k(v) vV J = L. Now, we cannot have both k(u) C J and k(v) C J,
otherwise J = L which is not possible. Thus either k(u) ¢ J or k(v) ¢ J. Hence, by
the remarks at the end of Section 1, we have either k(u)V J = L or k(v) V J = L.

(2) = (3) Suppose Tu V v is compact, u A v = 0. Then either k(u) vV J = L or
k(v) vV J = L, and hence by Lemma 3.5, either Tu is compact or v is compact.

(3) = (1) We recall from Baboolal [2] that if h: M — L is a compactification
of L with r: L — M the right adjoint of h, then h: M — L is perfect if and only if
the following condition is satisfied: = <u V u*, * < u implies x < u for all x,u € L,
where < is the associated strong inclusion arising from h: M — L. In the present
case of V: al. — L with right adjoint k: L — «L, we have to show z < u V u*,
r < u implies = <« u.

Consider first the case when TuVu* is compact. Then either Tu is compact or Tu* is
compact. Now = € u V u* implies ¢ < u V u*, and = < u implies x < u: for, there
exists v such that zAv =0, vVuVu* =e. Thus zA(vVu*) = (xAv)V(zAu*)=0
and vV u* Vu = e with a separating element vV u*. If Tu is compact then = < u. If,
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on the other hand, Tu* is compact, then z < u implies u* < z* from which it follows
that Ta* is compact. This implies € u as well.

Now consider the case where Tu V u* is not compact. Take z € u VvV u*, z < u. As
before, x < w. Also either Ta* is compact or Tu V u* is compact. Since the latter
is not possible, we have Ta* is compact. Hence = < u and thus (aL, V) is a perfect
compactification. O
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